
Laura Lee Wright, 
Access Minister, Northland Church 



 Who is Laura Lee Wright? 
 Why we were created 
 Assessment 
 The Challenge’s of setting up service 

opportunities 
 Creating successful environments for service 



 Born with Cerebral Palsy 
 Pioneer 
 25 years of professional experience working 

with disability, the last decade working with  
faith communities in the US and England 

 On staff at Northland- A Church Distributed 
in Longwood, Florida 



 Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully 
with all your heart. For consider what great 
things he has done for you.  I Samuel 12:24 

 Because of our love for one another. Galatians 
5:13  



 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.  Eph 
2:10(ESV) 

  It is He who saved us and chose us for His 
holy work, not because we deserved it, but 
because that was His plan long before the 
world began…” 2 Timothy 1:9 (LB)  



 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace I Peter 4:10 



  In this way we are like the various parts of a human 
body. Each part gets its meaning from the body as a 
whole, not the other way around. The body we're 
talking about is Christ's body of chosen people. Each of 
us finds our meaning and function as a part of his body. 
But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn't 
amount to much, would we? So since we find ourselves 
fashioned into all these excellently formed and 
marvelously functioning parts in Christ's body, let's just 
go ahead and be what we were made to be, without 
enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves with each 
other, or trying to be something we aren't.  Romans 
12:4-6(The Message) 



 Very little written on how to include people 
for service 

 Our world view is one that a person with a 
disability is a receiver  

 We look for easy solutions 



 What do you like to do? 
 What have you been trained to do? 
 What makes you happy when you do a job? 
 There are some really great assessment tools 

available.   



 Know your participate 
 Observation 
 Attempt different gifts 
  If you are going to assist someone with the 

item do not lead them down a path 



 Brook’s 
 DJ 
 Tammy 
 Milo 



 Advertise people with disability and their 
support systems are welcome to serve 

 Mention what types of accommodation you 
will provide 

  Invite people to serve 
 Talk with the individuals who will be receiving 

your individuals or teams 
 Look for service projects outside of disability 



 Discover gifts 
 Go directly to the area the person wants to 

serve in 
 Have open discussions, listen for what 

departments are not saying 
 Shadow the person 
 Have the person share their story 
 Think outside of the box 



 Find out where the church is serving 
 Meet with the agency 
 Discuss the value of having someone with 

disability 
 Talk with families and individuals regarding 

expectations 
 Debrief after the service activity 



  Increase knowledge and capacity of staff and 
partners on inclusive development;  

   Perform an access review of conditions 
relating to programmatic and environmental 
accessibility;  

 Modify conditions  
 Maintain visibility of commitment to inclusive 

development;  
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